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Tuning Up the House
Want to make your home as energy efficient as
possible-but dont know hov2 See |oe Harberg

J O E  H A R B E R G  B E C A M E  A N  E N E R G Y

efficiency guru because he didn't know
the first thing about energy efficiency
In 2ool hewas constructing a new home
in  Da l lds  dnd wa n ted  to  work  u  i rh  h is
builderto make the place as environ
mentally friendly as possible. But neither
Harberg norhis designer had any train
ingin how to turn an ordinary house
green, and they found fewresources to
help them. "ltwas so frustrating," says
Harberg,46, a Dallas based entrepreneur.

Re lv ing  pr inL  ipa  l l v  on  lhe  In te rne l .
Harberg who previously had worked
as amarketing expert and real estate
developer didmanage to build an
energy efficient home. He boasts that
his electdcitybills are regularly 5oo/o
less than those of similar homes in his
neighborhood, and the entrepreneur in
him saw an opportunity. Lots ofpeople

wony about global warming, not to
mention the soaring costs ofpowedng
a home, but they don't knowwhat to do
about  i t .  \ . \o rk ing  w i t  h  h i :  b ro ther  in
law Josh Stern, Harberg helped launch
wha l  wou ld  become Lur ren t  Fnergy .  in
2oo5, to provide the needed expertise.
"We aspire to be the ones who put it all
together for you," Harberg says.

Today Current Energy operates what
is probably the first dedicatedenergy
efficiency retail store inthe U.S., ahip
space in Dallas'tony Highland Park
n here shoppers ,-an buy u l lraeffir ient air
conditioners, tankless water heaters and
even electdc votive candles. But while
the store itselfis green cool reminiscent
ofthe Apple retailshops that Harberg
helped rollout in his prer ious c areer
the real value in Current Energyisn'tin
its gadgets but inthe services it offers. "It's

Joe's Green
Shopping List
At its retail location
and online, Current
Energg sells awide
range afenergy
efrcienclt gadgets:
1) Di€lital Powercost
Monitot protiides
real time datd
0n laur energy
consumption, SLgs
2) Magic Globe,

light,Sso
3) Solio Solar
chat$et is a Luay
to porLler dll those

Lrilfi tfie sl1'1, S99
4) Solar Backpack
Lets gou carry gour
ldptap-al1d charge
it for free, 5L40
5) Ki l lA Watt
Electricity Meter
monitors the power
use a d cost ofan!)
appliance, S4o
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an art to figure out howto save money at
home," Harberg says. "We do the work "

Homeowners who come to Current
Energy can order an energy audit
a socl<et to faucet analysis of how to
eliminate energy and waterwaste. After
receiving the report, customers can fol
low as many ofthe recommendations as
they wish, with Current Energy employ

'lt's an art to figure out
how to save money at
home, We do the work.'
- J O N  H A R B E R G ,  P R I N C I T A L

P A R T N E R ,  C U R R E N T  E N E R G Y

ees involved in the installation work
down to changing the lightbulbs. |oseph
VanBlargan, awriter, secured an assess
ment for his Dallas home and estimates
that the upgrades save him about 3oo/o
on his monthly energybill. "I could have
done it on my own, butthere would have
been bits and parts I would have missed,"
he says. Greenieswho live outside Dallas
will soonbe able to get an energy assess
ment from carrer? ter? ergy.com, and lhe co/].'
pa ny wil l uorh u ith l icen'eJ auditors in
yourtownto carry out the inprovements.

What Curent Energy does isn't as easy
as  i l  loo l< ' .  Va  x im iz ing  Lhe e f f i c ienL v  in
your home means rnore thanjust chuck
ing your incandescent lightbulbs. You
might improve your attic insulation to
preventthe loss ofheat in the winter,
but go overboard, andyou could end up
choking on indoor airpollution. Just as
a house is more than fourwalls and a
door, energy efficiency should be holistic,
with insulation, appliances, lighting and
clean electricity all working together.

That's a message the tireiess Harberg
who could probably power Texas Stadium
ifyouplugged himinto the grid spreads
withzeal. He hosts aweei<h radiocall
in show andwas recenth on the TV
show Good Morning Texris touting thE
benefits ofan indoor air quality monitor.
"You're saving people money and saving
the earth at the sanle tinle," he says
excitedly. As business plans go, that's
an awfully good one. I
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